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‘THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, FEAR NoT, FOR, BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALJ, BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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Discourse on Fulure Punishment 
( Continued.) 


Secondly, Let us notice what the 
book under examination teaches res- 
pecting the cause, and introduction ef 
sin into our world. Pursuing his de- 
sign to make sin appear a small evil, 
the anthor found it necessary to set a- 
side the whole account of its introduc- 
tion as given by Moses, by taking it al- 
legorically, (p 33, 34.) According to 
him there was no literal garden, no lit- 
eral trees, no !iteral serpert, no literal 
transgression, no literal expulsion of 
our first parents, &c. Iknownot why 
he omitted to add that there was no lit- 
eral man or woman. 

We are to!d that * man was created 
in Christ. the image of God ;’’ that he 
was: af'erwurds formed of the dust of 
the ground ;” that be was * made a 
carnal man, mortal, and subject to van- 
ity ;” that his ** mind immortally pure, 
was opposed to the passions which 
would immediately rise from the fleshly 
nature, and said, in the understanding 
ofthe creature already made subject 
to vanity, * yield not to the passions and 
powers of the flesh, for they are death.’ 
But immediately the powerful vibra- 
tions of the fleshly nature absorded his 
mind, he sought to the carnal man 
for food, ate and died * (p. 31, 32) 

Our author’s design was to give us a 

rational account of the iniroeducuos of 
sin ; but a doubt exists whether he has 
accomplished his purpose. Here we 
are told of a ** mind created in the im. 
age of God and immortality pure ;”” but 
it should seem. without understandwwg 
or passions ; for directly after these are 
ascribed to the * fleshly nature form- 
ed from the dust,” or the “ creature 
made subject to vanity.” Agniv. Is it 
reasonable to suppose that the “ fleshly 
nature,” the inferior part of man, should 
have had power to ** absorb his mind,” 
which was the superior part, ‘* created 
immertally pure,” and draw it into the 
vortex of ils passions and appetites ? — 
But we pass over these things as mat- 
ters of minor importance, and would 
ask, by what autherity he takes a sim- 
ple narrative, embracing a number of 
historical facts, and turns it into an alle- 
gory? it is in this way the Scriptures 
are made to serve every man’s whim, 
an. to support the greatest abau: dities. 
A rule in interpreting the Scriptures, 
and one which ought ever to be kept 
in mind, is, never to depart from their 
literal meaning without necessity. And 
the reason is obvious ; for if we de- 
part from their literal meaning we 
have no rule for ascertaining their true 
sense. 

The account of the creation in the 
Treatise we are now examining, is not 
only repugnant to reason, but it 1s con- 
tradictory to the word of God. The 
Scripture tells us, that * God saw eve- 
ry thing thathe had made, and behold 
it was very gqod.” But if man was 
“mortal, and subject to vanity,” as he 
came from the hand of his Creator, he 
Was not very good. 


Besides the Scrip- 
ture doctrine upon this point is, that 
man became mortal and was ¢ subject- 
ted to vanity” in consequence of his 
transgression. * In the day thou trans- 


the original threatening. And St. Paul 
tells us that * death is the wages ofsin 
—that death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned.” This account is 
both rational ‘and scriptural. It makes 
death the consequence and punishment 
of sin; while that of the Treatise make* 
it the effect of his being formed of the 
dust of the earth. 


We see not how man could have 
been made subject to vanity, pain, and 
death, before he had date any thing to 
deserve pain and death. Justice as 
well as mercy would forbid it; unless 
indeed his future salvation is intended 
as a compensation for the injury he sus- 
tained by the hands of hisCreator. But 
how then is his salvation not of grace, 
but of debt ! 


This is not all. We are told that 

** God is the author, the innocent and 

holy cause of that, which, in a limited 

sense is sin ;” and the Treatise consid- 

ers all sin in a limited sense. The au- 

thor says, “ if moral agency, created 

by God, is not the original cause of 
moral righteousness, by what rule of 
reasoning can it be made the original 

cause of transgression,” (p.34, 36.)— 
Here we are given to understand that 
God is as mach the “ original cause of 
transgressiop,”’ as of “ moral righteous- 
cess ;”’ and for ought we can see upon 
this author’s principles, the one is as 
congenial to his nature as the other.— 
And rather than it should not appear 
that God is the author of sin, that ac- 
cursed thing which his suul hateth, is rec- 
koned among the things which shall 
finally terminate for good to the mora! 
system, and then it is oddly said, * it 
will be necessary to admit that God is 
its first cause, or we canfhot say that 
God is the author of all good.” (p. 
35.) 

But does not the Treatise before us 
admit that there are other causes of sin, 
and that God is its “ innocent and holy 
cause 2?” It does admit this ; yet it is 
easy (o show from the principles there 
laid down, and the arguments used, that 
God is the sole and proper cause of it, 
Let it be asked, has man the liberty of 
choice? We are answered in the ne- 
gative. In order for choice to take 
place, the mind must have perception 
of two or more objects ; and that ob- 
ject which has the most influence on 
the judgment and passions will be the 
chosen object ; and choice in this in- 
stance has not even the shadow of lib- 
erty.—lt is evident that will or choice 
has no possible liberty,” (p. 36, 37)— 
There is much said upon this point, 
and the arguments are designed to prove 
that the power of choice is not in the 
mind, but in the object chosen; and 
that the mind could not choose between 
two objects of equal value in the judg- 
ment formed of them. Again. Did God 
know that sin would enter into the 
world? Itis admitted that he did.— 
When God knew that sia would be com- 
mitted did he intend that it should be 
committed. It is said, * if God in a di- 
rect sense of speaking, is the Legislator 
of the law which is thwarted by trans- 


speaking, his intentions in legislation 


God possesses intinit¢ wisdom, he could 


gression, in the same direct sense of 


reason jnstly we must conclude, that if 


never intend any thing to take place, 
or be, that will not take place, or be ; 
nor that which is or willbe, not to be 
at the time when it is,” (p..16.) Once 
more. Are the intermediate or secon- 
dary causes of sin any thing more than 
the instruments by which God accom- 
plishes his “* intentions,” or purpnses ? 
Hear the answer. ‘ As the act of sel- 
ling Joseph respected the purpose of 
Deity, and the plan of grace, those who 
sold him do not stand even as the shad- 
ow of a cause, but only as instruments 
by which God effected his own divine 
and gracious purposes,” (p. 22.) Here 
then the whole is resolved into the 
will of Deity as the sole and proper 
cause of sin. He knew all the sin that 
ever men would commit ; he * intend- 
ed,” all that he knew ; those who com- 
mitsin are only the instruments by 
which he effects his own purposes.” — 
And indeed they are only instruments, 
mere machines, the moment liberty of 
choice is taken fromthem. ‘hey move 
as they are moved ; act as they are act- 
ed upon. Here is asystem of necessity- 
.* as strong as fate.” A chain of causes 
and effects, the smallest link of which, 
the mind of man cannot break ; the 
power of choice “ not being in the 
mind, but in the object.” This would 
make God as truly and properly the 
cause of all the sian and misery in the 
world, as David was the cause of Uri- 
ah’s death, or as a man would be the 
cause of the death of his neighbour, 
who should employ a third man to dig 
a pit, and then by motives which be 
knew and “ intended” should be irrist- 
ble, tempt him to walk in the way ot 
that pit, that he might be taken andde- 
stroyed. 
(To be Continued.) 
tare 
From Alden’s Sermon 
FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 

But for what purpose will the child- 
ren of men be raised from the dead, 
and be judged according to their works ? 
Is it as some imagine, that they all, 
whether holy or sinful, penitent or im- 
penitent, believers or unbelievers, may 
be treated alike, and rewarded with 
everlasting glory ? Will no distinction 
be made between him that served God, 
and him that served him not? What 
then is the meaning of the subsequent 
verse ?—“* And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire.” What 
then is the meaning of the passage in 


and Omega, the beginning and the end ; 


death.” 


Revelations ? 














Stassest thou shalt surely die,” was 


ace thwarted, which is erroneous—To 


the following chapter ?—* 1 am Alpha 


I will give unto him that is athirst, of 
the fountain of the water of life freely ; 
he that overcometh shall inherit all 
things, but the fearful, and unbelieving 
and the abominable, and murderers. and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and ido- 
laters, and all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which buroeth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second 
What then isthe meaning of 
the passage at the close of the book of 
“ The time is at hand. 
He that is unjust let him be unjust still, 
and he which is filthy let him be filtby 


be righteous still ; and he that is holy, 
let him be holy still. And behold I 
come quickly, and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as_his 
work shail be.” What then is the mean- 
ing of the apostle Paul, when he asserts 
that “* the Lord Jesus shail be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and ftom the glory his power, 
when he shail come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in ail them 
that believe ?? What then is the mean= 
ing of our Lord himself, when he de- 
clares respecting them, who shali be 
oo his right hand, and on his leit in the 
day of judgment,—* these shal! go away 
into everlasiing punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal 2” 





PRIMITIVE EPISCOPACY. 
Extract of a Report ofthe Rev. Mr. Higbee, 
who has the care of six churches in Sussex 
County, De!. to the convention of the Epis- 
copal Church, Dover, June 7, 1823. 

‘* But what, my brethren, wil! the 
bare name of Christians or churchmen 
avail us in the hour of death, or in the 
day of judgment, if we proceed no far- 
ther.—The primary. design of the 
Christian institution, and the establich- 
mentof the Christian Church was to 
produce a radical change in the hearts 
and lives of men, and by the influence 
ef satisfactory discipline to train them 
up in the principles and practice ot ho- 
liness, so that they may appear without 
spot and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Have we not rea- 
son tofear that this great and awful 
subject, is too little understood ? What 
means that strange apathy uncer which 
so many of our members labour? Can 
no means be adopted, no measure de- 
vised, that will arouse them from thié 
slumber; and lead to one noble and uni- 
ted effort fora general reform? We 
most awfully fear that this fatal indif- 
ference to the most essential principles 
of religion,will by a kind of fatal contage 
ion, be transmitted to future genera- 
tions. May the most serious regard 
for the welfare of the rising generation, 
as well asour own happiness, induce 
us to become practical Christians.” 


Religion never to be treated with Levitys 
ADDRESS 'TO YOUTH. 

Impress your minds with reverence 
for what is sacred—let not wantonness 
of youthful spirits, nor compliance with 
the intemperate mirth of others ever 
betray you into profane sallies: Besides 
the guilt which is hereby incurred; no- 
thing givesa m@re odious appearance 
of presumption to youth, than the aff 
fectation of treating religion with levi- 
ty, instead of being an evidence of sus 
perior understanding, it discovers a 
pert and shallow mind ; which vain of 
the first smattering of knowledge, pre- 
sumes to make light of what the rest 
of mankind revere. Atthe same time 
you are not to imagine, that when ex~ 
horted to be religious you are called 
upon to be more formal and solemn in 





still ; and he that ® righteous, let him 


your manner than others of the same 
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years or to erect yourselves into super 
cilious reproofs of those arovad you.— 
The spirit of true religion breathes 
gentleness and affability. it givesa na- 
tive unaffected ease to the behaviour. 
It is social, kind and cheerful ; far re- 
moved from that illiberal superstition 
which clouds the brow, sharpens the 
temper. dejects the spirit, and teaches 
men to fit themselvesfor another world 
by neglecting the concerns of this. Let 
your religion, on the contrary, connect 
preparations for heaven with an non- 
ourable discharge of the duties of active 
life. Of such religion, discover on ev- 
ery proper occasion, that you are not 
ashamed ; but avoid making any unnec- 
essary osientation of it before the 
world. 


THE NEGRO’S PRAYER. 

A poor negro, at one of the prayer 
meetings of seamen in Liverpool, (Eng.) 
when the superintendant requested that 
some seaman would engage in the de- 
yotions, began this solemn duty ; and 
he was scarcely intelligible, from his 
imperfect knowledge of English and 
uncouth mode of arranging his words, 
yet his deep sense of the necessity of the 
salvation of his soul was evident, from 
what was understood. Whe following 
affecting and pathetick expressions 
which he used in his prayer, with the 
strength of thought inseperable from 
such native eloquence, could not be 
surpassed in eifect by the most studied 
arrangemet of the English language.— 
These were his words -— 

* O God \’mighty—Jesu’ Christ me 
Savriour—me know, if me lose one arm 
me have other arm: me live, me do 
without arm ;—me lose one leg, me 
have other leg ; me live, me do with 
one leg ; ifme lose one eye, me live» 
me see with one eye ;-— but me, if me 
lose me poor soul, me have no more 
soul, me no live, but die in hell-fire !”’ 

The Lord has made this meeting a 
great blessing to this poor negro. When 
visiting his native shore, how pleasing 
it will be te bim to tell his country- 
men of Jesus Christ, the Saviourof sin- 
mers ! 


From the Methodist Magazine. 
THE BEST CIVILIZATION. 
* It has been a question among the- 
orists, whether it be practible to evan- 
gelize a barbarous people before they 


become civilized. ‘This question has 
been recently completely put to rest, 
by the most irresistible of all evidence, 
that of actual experiment. The con- 
version of the Wyandotts, and some 
others of our Indians, is a demonstrative 
proof of the power of the Gospe! to 
reform the savage heart, even before 
the light of civilizaticn has enlarged 
his understanding. and changed his mode 
of living. And this truth is fully de- 
veloped and confirmed in the early his- 
tory of the church, and the labours of 
the primitive preacher and evangelists. 
When they went forth to preach“ Jes- 
us and the resurrection,” they did not 
wait for the slow process of civilization 
to prepare the way for the introduction 
of gospel truth; but they addressed 
themselves in the name of the Lord 
immediately to the heart, and poured 
the light of divine truth into the under- 
standing ; and civilization followed as 
an effect of religious reformation. So 
our modern missionaries, followiug, 
though at a respectful distance, the 
footsteps of their venerable predeces. 
sors in the missionary field, have wit- 
‘nessed similar results. ‘he natives have 
bowed their necks to the yoke of Christ, 
have felt the transforming power ol 
truth upoo their heagts, and the work 
of civilization has commenced under the 
influence ofre!igious excitement, which 
it is hoped, will eventuate in their com- 
plete emancipation barbarian 
thraidom. Thas, while christianity 
hal! reform the heart, science shall en- 


from 


‘to a prohibition to many. 





large and refine the understanding, and 
the arts of civilized life, meliorate and 
adorn their conduct in domestic and civ- 


il society.” 
ee 
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In our last we published resolutions of an 
assembly of heads of families in the city of 
Hartford, Conn. relative to the suppression 
of the growing vice of intemperance, A 
laudible example is here exhibited. for other 


cities and towns, and we hope to see the |, 


time when it will be generaliy adopted.— 
This odious and beastly vice lies at the foun- 
dotion of every other, it not only merits the 
contempt of every moral man and good cit- 
izen, but the energetic measures of all chris- 
tians of whatever name or sect; for wherever 
this prevails, the subjects of it, while under 
its influence, are not restrained by the prom- 
ises or threatenings of the gospel, nor the 
principles of sound philosophy or moral ob- 
ligations. ‘They totally incapacitate them- 
selves from discharging their duty to their 
families, their neighbors, themselves, or their 
God. 
merous victims to this destructive vice,scarce- 
ly a week elapses without bringingto our 
knowledge some of its fatal effects; but the 
horrid death of William Hood of Maryland, 
an account of which has gone the rounds of 
the newspapers, is truly appalling, enough 
to cause the blood of every drunkard, who 
has theleast spark of sensibility left, to con- 
geal in bis veins. But infatuated as he is 
with the intoxicating draught, his mentaj 
faculties enfeebied by strong drink, he re- 
turns to his cups and drowns conviction in the 
inebriating liquor. How pertinent are the 
woids of Solomon on this subjezt ** Whohath 
wo? who hatlr sorrow” who hath conten- 
tions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds 
without cause? who hath redness of eyes? 
They that tarry long at the wine, they that 
goto seek mixed wine.” More than 3 quar- 
ters of the pauperism & misery of the state 
ar+ caused either directly,or indirectly by in- 
temperance ; thereby entailing on our coun. 
try a heavy and increasing tax in addition to 
the ruin of families by idleness, the peace of 
society by broils and quarrels, and the de- 
pravation. of the morals of our youth by en- 
ticement and evil example. A writer in 
the N. ¥. Observer has proved that this des- 
fructive vice is the immediate cause ef the 
heaviest tax levied on the commaonity. He 
asserts that the sums drawn from our purses 
tor the support of men who have rendered 
themselves miserable and useless, would 
build our canals or our navy, pay our na- 
tional debt, or enable us to extend the bles- 
sings of the Bible and of christian institutions 
throughout the globe. Is notjthis a loud caly 
to christians and toa christian nation to 
rouse themselves from their supineness and 
to attempt an arrest of this soul destroying 
vice? Itis a subject which demands the 
serious consideration of our legislators, ouz 
governors and men in.power. Let laws be 
enacted and rigidly executed for the sup- 
pression of intemperance. 
be Iaid on spiritous liquors, as shall amount 


It is lamentable to consider the nu- 


Let severe re- 
strictions be laid upon retailers. Let the 
multitude of places of resort in our cities, 
which have over the doors in large capitals 
the alluring but preposterous words RE- 
FRESHMENTS, more properly poisons, be 


limited, and allowed to none but men of 


principle and integrity. Until measures ot 
this nature are taken, in the present morai 
state of society; we may as well attempt to 
cutthe adamant with a razor, as to expect 
to reform the drunkard, or to extinguish the 
vice in society, by preaching morality, or re- 
ligion. or pointing aut the evil and destruc. 
tive consequences of habitual intemperance. 

The writer in the Observer concludes with: 
the remarks following. 

In the year 1816 the Moral Society of Port- 
land made a Report in which it was stated, 
that out of 85 persons supported at the 
work house in that town 71 became paupers 
in consequence of intemperance, bei:g five-. 
sixths of the whole number ; and that out of 
118, who were supplied at theif own houses 
more than one half were of that character. 
The expense of supporting the poor in Port- 


land, during the year referred to, was up- f 


wards of 6000 dollars : more than two thids 
of which, it wasestimated, went to support 
those who were made paupers by their vic- 
es. Thus did a town containing little more 
than 7000 inhabitants, tax itself four thous- 
and dollars.a yearto support the victime ol 
intemperance. If such isthe fact in a place 
where there is virtue enough in the people 
to support a Seciety, established for the 





Let such duties | 
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purpose of suppressing vice and immorality, 
and where all the respectable part of the com- 
munity are arrayed against this vice in par- 
ticular, what must be the case in those pats 
of the country where no such restraints ex- 
ist? Yet, if we suppose that the rest of the 
country pays only in the proportion ofthe 
town of Portland, we shall find that in the 
shape of poor taxes the people of this State 
pay every year $800,000 for neglecting to 
adopt vigorous measure for the suppression o; 
intemperance ; and if we extend this calcu- 
lation to the United States, it will be fouud 
that the nation is taxed on this account more 
than Six Million Dollars annually ! 

Six million dollars will pay for the Canal 
from Lake Erie to the Hudson. Six million 
dollars will open a still-water navigation 
across the Alleghany mountains from the 
| Ohio to the Chesapeake. Six million 


ars, ismore than (he annual expense of the 


dol- 


national goverament under Washington’s ad- 
ministration. Six million doilars, annually 
_ would, in a few years, extinguish our nation 

al debt, Six mulilion dollars per annum 
would constantly support twenty ships ofthe 
line and twenty firet rate frigates, in actual 
service. Six million dollars annually for 
twenty years, wouldisupply every family on 
the earth witha bible. 

Let it be temembered, then, that intem- 
peranee is the cause of the heaviest tax 
which is paid by the people ; and let no man 
hereafter complam of the weight of taxes. 
who refuses his support to associations for the 
suppression of intemperance. If our nation- 
al government wish tojncrease the navy, let 
them tax whiskey ; andif the Christian phi- 
lanthropist wishes to confer a double benefit 
upon his species, he will Aoa!l in his pow- 
erto destroy those vices among his country- 
men which now exhaust his income that he 
may have a larger charity to bestow upon the 
perishing heathen. 





FOR ZIon’Ss HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—If you think the following me. 
moir worthy a place in your useful paper, by 
inserting ‘t you will confer a favour ona 
number of worthy friends. A. H. 

Miss Hannah Means, the subject of this 
memoir, was the eldest daughter of Mr 
George and Hannah Means of Saco, county 
of York, Maine, born Jan. 30th 1795. Her 
parents were respectfully serious, though 
not professors of religion. They did not 
possess affluence; but enjoyed a moderate 
competency. Their advantages of schooling 
their children were small ; but they carefully 
improved those advantages (too much ne. 
glected by many) and taught their children 
to feel the importance of improving, as their 
proficiency fully evinced, Hannah was nat- 
urally of a lively, sociak and amiable turn, 
dutiful to her parents, kind and affectionate 
to her fraternal friends, beloved by all her 
acquaintance, yet a stranger to experimental 
religion, unt) about four years before her 
death. She was awakened by the preachirg 
ofelder J. Adams. his text was Ps. 107-7 
“And he led them forth by the right way 
that they might go to a city of habitation.”°— 
After sermon she left the room immediately, 
as she said that Mr J. A. should not have 
the privilege of conversing with her. He 
however soon followed her and conversed 
with her for sometime. Conviction was 
then taking deep root in her troubled heart, 
yet (asshe stated to Mrs. B. afterwards,) 
she talked directly contrary to her feelings 
for the sake of contrariety to him, for she 
said ‘tthe Methodists were odious in her 
sight,” and added, “I am sure if I ever ex 
perience religion, Inever will be a Metho 
dist !’ From that time she became an earn 
est seeker for salvation; deeply wounded in 
spirit, she truly mousned for sin, often ex- 
claiming “*O what asinner I have been! how 
long I have neglected God and Religion !— 
Can.God' be just and yet justify such a hell- 
deserving sinner as lam?” In this situa- 
tion she continued about three weeks, la- 
menting her having abused the mercies of 
God, slighted his calls, warnings and invita- 
tions, of his word, spirit, providential minis- 
ters, &c. And possessing still a hard, un- 
believing and unholy heart, was ready indeed 
to-cry out, ‘*O wretched sinner that Lam, 
who shall deliver me?” She was at this 
time employed in teaching a school, in which 
employment she usually gave general satis. 
faction. ‘ One day, (said she,) as I went to 
my school, my sins lay with such weight 
upon my mind that when I entered the 
school-house I found myself utterly unfit to 
enter upon the business of the school, and 
‘therefore immediately retired to a selitury 

place to pour out my deep distress before 
the Lord, ahd beg of him to pardon my sins 
for Jesus sake, and give me an evidence of 





pardon before I returned to the schuol-house 
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ON APNRRR NET aI Ree 
again. And O astonishing grace! © bound. 
less love! Mercy heard my plaintive « 
and swiftly came to my relief—my burdc, 
dropt, my sorrow fled, my. grief was gone 
light, love and joy broke in upon my soul. 
Jesus now appeared precious, and I could 
say, s 

“I know that my Redeeiner lives 
And ever prays for me; , 
A token of his love he gives, 
A pledge of liberty.” 

Glory, glory. to God in the highest and on 
ewth peace and good will to men” sha 
could now return to her school joy fully ani 
thankfully, could read the Bible and pray in 
her school, and duty was not now a task or 
burden ; but a delight. She now felt ardent 
love to all around her, wishing that all might 
taste and see how good the Lord is—she 
now saw.as I have heard her testify, “a full. 
ness, an all sufficiency and gracious readiness 
in Christ to save to the uttermost every re. 
turning sinner.” She now loved Mr. Adams 
and all christian ministers and true christians 
But strange as it may appear her affections 
were most closely united to the Methodists, 
whom.she once so much despised, and not. 
withstanding the persuasion of minister and 
friends, she could say of the Methodists— 
“Their people are my people, and their 
God is my God, with them let my lot be cas, 
in life and death.’ She joined in chss, was 
baptized and proved a woithy member —She 
appeared to feel much interested in the 
peace »nd prosperity of the church, faithful. 
ly attending all the means of grace—too); 
great delight in class-meetings, and prayer 
meetings, where her soul was often greatly 
refreshed and comforted. O how would 
many among us revive and prosper did they 
esieem and improve these precious pris ileges 
as they ought! Hannah was beloved by all 
christians of her acquaintance. but a wonder 
to many gay and thoughtless youth. To see 
a person of her accomplishments, who mght 
have shone in the splendid. circles of fashion 
in youthful vigor, with a full show of naturay 
vivacity, forsaking all that the world calls 
pleasure, they were ready to ask whit can 
this sacrifice be for? Alas, the world may 
wonder, they do not see nor feel the need of 
‘that good part? which Mary chose. And 
for which Hannah, in imitation of Moses, 
chose to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, rather than to enjoy the pleasure of sin 
for a season,esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than all the treasures of earth: 
having respect unto the recompence of the 
reward. Glorious reward, who can realize or 
understand it? She knows more of it than all 
the living now. And O how does. she now 
account all things drug and dross in com- 
parison of it! Her constitution being natu- 
rally slender and delicate, could not long en- 
dure the assiduous labors of schvol-keeping, 
and in the latter part of the summer of 1821, 
she had evident symptoms of a pulmonary 
decline, yet she persevered in her labors till 
the term expired for which she had contrac- 
ted, her health stilk declining, her friends 
were alarmed, medical aid. was employed and 
every means used to stop the progress of 
disease and restore the wastes of nature, but 
allin vain; nature was yielding to disease, 
and dug hasting to mingle with dust again, 
With christian firm patience she made no 
complaint, but kept abeut, social and cheer- 
ful with her friends, until Jan, 1822, when 
she was confined to her room, and for the 
most part to her bed, till the day of her death, 
a period of near five months—during this 
protracted term, her sufferings were great, 
much of the time she could only lie on one 
side.& with. great difficulty be turned or rais 
ed up ; she was a patiern of great patience,as 
all can testify who were with her constantly 
or occasionally, during that period. The 
first time I visited her after her confinement, 
I found her conflicting with some tempta- 
tions peculiar to such a state of affliction.— 
Satan was suggesting, where is now thy 
God? If he loves thee why doth he thus «- 
flicttheé 7 T endeavoured to convince her 
that she was in the hands of her kind and 
heavenly father,and ifhe had placed her in the 
furnace of aifiiction it was to purify and pre- 
pare her for the full enjoyment of himself,and 
exhorted her to make a full surrender of 
herself into his. gracious hands, She felt the 
weight of these re.naiks, in particular of 
making a full surrender, as sister J. B. who 
sat up with her the following night, observ- 
ed she Keptit in mind awake or asleep, and 
before morning could say, “I have made a 
full surrender of myself to God, and now am 
happy. Bless his name I am happy, | feel 
heaven in my soul, Jesus is precious, prec- 
ious, praise his name,” From. this time I 
‘believe. she enjoyed constant peace and an 
unwavering confidence in God—Many have 
been heard to say, she was the greatest in- 
stance of piety and patience they had ever 
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ee nichinms es nas : 
forded oF oflered. After manifesting a con-| at N. Orleans on the 16th of March. It is ing, in which those whose priviieges and de. Treland still contioues in an unsettled and 
0 os . 


» her friends lest they should get fe. 
tigued or wornout in waiting on her, hoping 
a praying that they might have their re- 
ward, would ofien repeat passages of exsip- 
ture and verses of hymns, and ont 
sing delight fully,particularly the following— 
Jesus can make a dying bed, he. She would 
enjoin it upon her christian friends to keep 
up prayer meetings, for said the, “i have 
vd great comfort in assembling with the 
of God on earth, but I shall meet 
hem no more in this world, but the 
ime is nigh at hand when I shall join them 
in heaven who have gone out of great tribu- 
jation and have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” At 
a certain time when I called to see her, she, 
with an admirable look of complacency, said 
to me, O brother, I want to tell you what a 
blessed view I have had of Christ since I 
saw you last, but I cannot express it, such 
beauty, such loveliness, such sweetness and 
glory, it was overwhelming, it was trans- 
porting. beyond any thing I ever felt before.” 
Adverting to the time, her friends who were 
present, said it seemed as ifthe glory of God 
filled the room. = believe at that time she 
received a full baptism of the Holy Sprit, as 
she continued happy afterwards, and could 
ofien say, ** O what a heaven I have to go to 
heaven in.” 

One night she was thought to be dying, 
her mother being called she said to her, “*O 
mother are you willing to part with your 
child?” On being asked are, you willing? 
she replied, ** Oyesmy Jesus appears prec- 
jons, he has given me the victory.” On Fri. 
day before her death she was much distres- 


cern {0 


four 
people 
with t 


sed, but not a muraer, or complaint was she 
heardto atter, but said, ** lam willing to 
wait God’s time for my release.” After ly. 
ing ina silent and almost motionless state 
some time, then opening her eyes and look, 
ing on her mother, she said, **T believe | 
am going,” her father being called, she ask. 
ed him if he thought her to be dying, he said 
yes. ‘¢ Then raise me up,” said she, “ that 
I may praise the Lord.” Then witha heav. 
enly smile she clapped her hands & said, “* If 
this be dying [ am sure it is a glorious thing 
todie. Glory to God in the highest that 
ever] was bor to be born again.” She 
praised the Lord in an extacy of heavenly 


said, ** | fear 1 am not going now, but must 
return back to earth again ;’> but “ thy will 
be done,” was the language of hes steadfast 
soul. She observed toa sister in the church 
that she had heard people say, there 
was no such thing as assurance, but said she, 
“[ think ican say | féela full assurance o! 
faith.’—She would often gaze on her bible 
wien unable to read it, and exclaim, **Prec 
ious Bible what a treasure doth the word of 
God afford.”.’°—On the day of her death he 
countenance appeared heavenly and bespoke, 
that her soul was on the wing for glory—she 
took all who were present by the hand and 
bade each an affectionate and final farewell. 
To her little sister she said, ** try to be a good 
child, mind vour parents and be kind.” To 
her mother she said most tenderly, ‘‘ fare- 
well mother, | am going to glory, Jesus is 
precious, I am going toglory and be forever 
with him.” A brother being absent she said 
“tell him from me to seek the pearl of great 
price.” She had requested before that I’ 
should be sent for to preach her funeral ser- 
mon and chosen the text, 2 Tim. 4-7-8, i 
have fought a good fight &e. She uow re- 
peated it and wished them particularly to 
attend to it—then looking around on all 
Present affectionately, she said, ‘I hope you 
will all remember what gou witness this 
day"—Then sweetly ciosed her eyes in 
death May 29th 1822, inthe twenty eighth 


year ofherage.—May my last end be like 
hers, 


am wm 

The Bible in Sweden—The present King of 
Sweden said to an Agent of a Bible Society, 
who lately visited him, ** You see, sir, thats 
ts a christian and a king, I feel myself 
bound in duty to support the circulation of 
the Bible. 
“ And Kings shall be thy nursing fathers,& 


their Queens thy nursing mothers,”—Isaiah 
xlix, 23, 





A Mariners’ Church, at Philadelphia, is 
i? Contemplation to be erected the present 
season. A lot of ground in that city, in Wa- 
ter-street, between Walnut and Chesnut, 
having a front of 75 feet, and extending 62 


12 leet towards the river, has been purchas- 
ed for the purpose. 


Bethet Flag at N. Orleans. 
The friends of religion will learn with 
Pleasure, that Bethel meetings for the mora} 


peculiarly pleasing that in a place so devot- 
ed to immorality,and neglect of divine things, 
an interest of this nature has orizinated.— 
On the 28th of March, ** The New Orleans 
Bethel Union” was organized, a constitution 
adopted, 114 dollars immediately subscribed. 
The N. York bethel Union have presented 
their brethren at New Orleans with a Beth- 
el Flag. 





The Bethel Meetings at New York are con- 
tinued under very pleasing circumstances. 
May 20, one was held on board the President, 
Capt. Fanning, at Burlin Slip; on the 3d of 
June, on board the Charleston, Capt, Dis~ 
brow ; and on 10th of June, on board ship 
Com. Perry, Capt. Allen. 


NEWS: 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


GERMANY. 
The misters of the holy alliance have 
been recailed from Stutgard, on account of 
the king of Wirtenburg refusing to interfere 
with the Carbonari system. A conversation 
between Mr. Brougham and Mr, Canning, 
took place in the House of Commons, dur 
ing which Mr. C. stated that no official ad- 
vices had been received, although some ac- 
counts of that nature had reached ministers 
—that England was no party in the proceed- 
ings of the allied powers, and that in this 
case she was merely a spectator. Mr. B 
considered that Great Brittain could not be 
atame spectator of the transactions of the 














allied powers. The principles, he said, were 
utterly detestable in themselves, and ruin- 
ous to the liberties of the world! 





BALTIMORE, Aug. 15. 
BOMBARDMENT O¥ CADIZ. 

We learn from a gentleman passenger, in 
the schooner Zion, which artived here last 
evening in nine days from St. Barts, that the 
Patriot brig Bolivar, Capt. Almeida, had ar 
rived at St. Barts, two days before the Zion 
sailed, in seventeen days from a cruise off 
Cadiz. He understood from the officers of 
the Bolivar, that a French squadron was cruis 
ing off Cadiz—that the French army was be- 
sieging it, and had ebtained possessio n of the 
Castle Si. Roque. They kept upa constant 
bombardment on the town. This intelligence 
brings our accounts 29 days from Cadiz. 

The respectability of our informant indcuc- 
es us to place fullreliance on this informa. 
tion. The Bolivar, we presume is the vessel 
which boarded the brig Mary and Jane (ar- 
rived at Philadelphia) on the day she came 
out of Gibraltar, as mentioned in her report 
published on Monday. 


Amer. 
wr How 
Lyons, Nn. ¥. Aug. 9. 
ACCIDENT. 


A young man named Elijah H. Spicerem- 
ployed about the lock at the foot of Broad- 
street, in this village, was drowned on Sun- 
day evening last by falling into the lock, 
which kad previously been filled.—It was 
very dark and rainy at the time, and his situ- 
ation was not discovered till he had been 
missed so long as to excite inquiry. Perse~ 
vering attempts were made by several expe- 
rienced physi cians to resuscitate the body but 
it had been so long in the water that lile was 
extingu ished. 
Avzany, Aug, 13. 
The loan of $500,000 advertised by the 
commissioners of the canal fund, was taken 
yesterday by the New York State, and Me- 
chanics’ and Farmers banks of this city, at 
95-75 per cent for 5 per cent stock. 
we ee 
PRovIDENCE, Aug. 16. 
A mad dog waskilled in this town on Mon- 
day last. Every owner of a dog shouid 
keep it confined through the sultry sea- 
son. 
wm Jew 
PiymouTH, Aug. 10. 
The August Term of the Court of Com- 
won Pleas, Judge Williams presiding, com- 
menced its session in this town on Monday, 
and adjourned on Thursday. Mr. Ebenezer 
T. Fogg, of Scituate, Was admitted an attor- 
ney. Several indictments for selling spirit 
uous liquors at the Camp- Meeting last year, 
had been contiuued to this term. One indi- 
vidual, it will recoliected, was convicted in 
April last, and in default of paying the fine 
and costs, had suffered imprisonment. ihe 
County Attorney now remarked, that the 
finding of the indictment by the Grand Jury 
and the proceeings in Court, must satisfy 
the public of the illegality of the practice 
complained of, In the belief that the public 
good would be better promoted by forbear- 
ance, and that the prosecutions thus fay 





mprovement of Seamen were 


commenced 


votion had been invaded, concurred, he 
should. unless otherwise advised by the Cour‘ 
dismies thejindictments. A Vol. pros. was en" 
tered on payment of costs, 
—2 

TURKEY AND GREECE. 
Accounts had been received at Frankfort, 
in Germany, from Semlin, of the 2d of June, 
in which it was reported that the Turkish 
fleet, soon after it quitted the Dardanelles, 
had been attacked by the Greek fleet, which 
had cut off the captain Pacha wiih a frigate 
and three brigs. At Bucarest a report, also, 
generally prevailed, that some great mis. 
fortune had befallen the Turkish fleet.— 
The nature of our last accounts from the 
east, renders this account very -probable.— 
The Turks continue to send troops into 
Greece, where they committed great exces- 
sess, and they are said to have strongly for. 
tified Larissa. Late: accounts, however, 
from Trieste aseert, that they had been de- 
feated near Arta, and that the castle of Le- 
panto had been taken by the Greeks under 
Bozzaris, who was severely wounded. The 
news of the raising of the blockade of Patras 
by sea, had been confirmed, 
It is stated in the Augsburg Ga zette, un. 
der date May 26th, that lord Straugford, the 
English Ambassador at Constantinople, bad 
disagreed with the Reis Effendi an accoun,; 
of the refusal he had met with to his appli. 
cation respecting the navigation of the black 
Sea, had broken off ali communication with 
him. The Austrian Interouncio was still in ex- 
pectation of the answer of the court of Rus. 
sia to the Letter of the Reis Effendi. 


A shocking parricide had been committed 
in London by a Mr. Griffith, whe afterwards 
shot himself. It appears this wretched man 
had teen on bad terms. with his father, a 
respectable planter of Barbadoes, and for 
merly speaker of the House of Representa. 
lives of that Island; and after having made 
several ineffectual attempts to see him, had 
been finally admitted by his father to an in. 
terview, of which he took advantage tocom. 
mit the horrid deed, he seemed to have 
meditated, by shooting his father through 
the head with a pistol and afterwards blow- 
ing his own brains out with another,— 
The monster was buried, as a self-murderer 
iu a crossroad, The old ceremony, howev- 
er, of driving a stake through the body was 
dispensed with, 





IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

A gentleman upon whose authority we 
can rely, has just called to inform us that an 
old man, a German, called Nicholas Appold, 
has been confined in Baltimore jail since the 
second of June last.fora debt of $2,30 cents ! 
This old man is about 60 years of age, and 
his generous creditor has, at the rate of twelve 
and a half cents a day, incurred an expense 
of nearly triple the amount of the debt, for 
his debtor’s keeping. 

We have also at the same time heard of 
~nother person who it is said has been con- 
fined there since January last, for the sum o¢ 
about $2, and that at least seven times the 
amount of his debt, has since been paid for 
his board by his creditor ! 

Barbarity of this kind might be palliated 
if committed by the Turks, who laid waste 
the island of Scio, and enriched its soil with 
the blood and bones of unoffending Greek 
women and children—but on the soil which 
contains the ashes of the immortal Washing- 
ton, such barbarity is worthy af execration 
only. Balt. pa. dug. 2. 

en Een 

Yellow Cotton, called Nankeen, of a bright 
Yellow color, is raised in Alabama. The 
seed was procured from Sicily by Secretary 
Crawford. 


Mistake.—J. C. Hamilton was ‘executed 
in Kentucky, a few years since, for the mur- 
der of Dr. Sanderson. A man, who was ex- 
ecu'ed in Mobile in March last, confessed 
himself the murderer of Dr. S. and deciar- 
ed that Hamilton was innocent. 

A stone, resembling the Turkey stone, a 
cement similar to the Roman, and varieus 
quarries of Marble, have been recently found 
in N. Jersey. Mr. Ferguson, of N. J. un- 
dertakes thoroughly to bleach cloth in a few 
hours. Silk scarfs of uncommon elegance, 
and silk handkerchiefs, are stamped at Sta- 
ten Island, N. Y. 


The Grand Jury for the county of Suffolk 
made a report Aug. 11. on the state of the 
gaol in this city. It appears that 98 persons 
are confined in the same, viz. 

For debt 
For crimes 
Persons com. for correction 


agitated state. Riots are fiequent in vari 
ous parts of the country. Nuch property 
has been destroyed. Some persons have been 
killed and others badly wounded. In some 
counties the military have been ealled out 
to quell the mobs, 


The Sun says, “it is very generally ru_ 
moured, that the Austrian and Prussian An, 
bassadors intend soon to leave this country, 
and that their successors have not yet been 
appointed.’ 

A meeting has been called at Edinburg, 
to consider the propriety of a subscription in 
aid of the Spanisi constitutionalists. 





Bad Money. Considerable alarm exists 
in New-York city, on account of the number 
of counterfeit bank bills in circulation: 
EE OA ARS Ee 8. We On oe ede BE Pe te 
MARRIED. 
In this'city. Mr. Clark Evans of Athens, 
(Vt., to Miss Eunice Tattle, of Chelssa— 
MrJoho Marsh, to Miss Julia Eames—Mr, 
Oliver H, Floyd, to Miss Rebecca H. Cutter, 
Mr. Wan. Bishop to Miss Mary Wood, 
In Newburyport, Capt. Stephen C..Par- 
sons, to Miss Sarah W. Bragdon. 
In Salem, Capt Henry Upton, to Miss Eli- 
za P. Needham. 
In Andover, Rev. Jos. Davis, to Miss Affta 
Goldsmith, 

In:Wilbraham, Mr. H. Dibble to Miss B. 
Wood. , 


“ys 








DIED, 

In this city, Horatio G. Hastings, 24, xt. 
1 year—Regini Richards, 9 months—Mrs 
Rachel Larrabee, 56 years—Mre. Mary 
Kipp, 40—Mrs, Mary Hichborn, 23—Mr, 
James Blake, 53—Mrs. Mary Lanagan, 48— 
Sarah Ann Lemoyue, 6 weeks—Lucy M, 
Goodridge, 3 weeks—Eliz-Aun Calet, aged 
4 wonths. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Brewer, aged 50. 

Miss Mary Ann, daughter of Mr. Thomag 
Dowling aged 19, 

Thomas W son of Mr. Ear! Cushing, aged 
12. 
At Salem, Mr. Emerson Perkins, aged 25, 
At Beverly, Mrs. Nancy Pierce, aged 56. 
At West Boylston, Mr. David Horton,aged 
59. 
Drowned, on Saturday night, in this hor- 
bor, Mr. Georg» Jeffries, formerly of Lon- 
don. His frends may obtain further inform- 
ation en application to Themas Stevenson, 
Coroner, North square, Boston. 








NEW 


CLOTHING. STORE. 
ANDREW ARR, 


i bi ; 
NFORMS his friends and the public, that 
he has opened his Clothing W.ret.ouse, 
at No. 1, Spear’s Building, opposite the Uni- 
ted States Branch Bank. Congress-street. 

A. B. intends to pay every attention in pre- 
curing fashions of the latest date —Gentte- 
men who wish to purchase their own Cloths 
can have them made in the best manner.— All 
work committed to his charge, will be done 
with neatness, accuracy and despach, at re- 
duced prices. 

Ly On hand, CLOTHS, CASSIMERES, 
VESTINGS and ready made CLOTHING; 
all which he will dispose of on the most 
reasonable terms. 

All orders from the country gratefully re- 
ceived, and the smallest favour thankfully ac- 
knowledged. June 12. 


JUST RECEI ED, 


From Providence, and for sale hy E. 
HEDDING and E. WILEY, No. 15, Friend- 
street, price 20 cents ;—a pamphlet, entitled, 
* Letters to Rev. James Wil.on, on the sub- 
ject of his statements, in a late Pamphlet, 
called **A Vindication of Public Justice,’? 
xc. Written in Defence of the Late Coun- 
cil, holden in Boston and Providence.”* 


By Rev. Trsotny MERRITT. 





Book and Job Printing. 
Seer tad 
MOORE & PROWSE, 
ESPECTFU LLY inform their friends anil 
the public that they continue to execute ina 
neat andhandsome style Books, Pamphicte, 
Handbills, Cards, Cir:ulars. Shop Bills, &e. 
at the Office of ‘the WECHANICS’ JOUR- 
NAL ‘and of ZIONS HERALD, No. 19, 
CORNHILL, corner STATE STREET ; en- 
trance second door from the S. W. corner. 
All orders faithfully executed—the small- 
est favor gratefully acknowledged. 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


he subscribers for Benson’s Commenta- 
ry are informed, that the 12th number 


is ready for them at No. 15, Friend street-— 
The Methodist Magazine for July, has also 
arrived ; the subscribers will please send for 
their numbers.—Just received also, 
New York, and for sale, as above, in addi- 
tion to books previously mentioned. 

Methodist Disciplines - - - 37,1-2 
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Doctrinal Tracts. . - - 75 
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POBTRY. 


MISCELLANY. ._ 








BALAK AND BALAAM. Num. xxii-xxiv. 
Upon the hill the Prophet stood, 

King Balak in the rocky vale; 
Around him, lif a fiery flood, 

Flashed to the sun his men-of mail. 


*T was morn—the guilty sacrifice 
Sent up its ruddy flame to Heaven ; 
Still on the Prophet turned their eyes, 
Nor yet the fatal curse was given. 


‘Twas noon—the flatte was feeble now, 
Was dried the seven-fold altar’s blood ; 

And wrath was gathering fierce below 
Among the haughty multitude. 


°T was eve—again the flame arose, 

The curse was on the apostate’s tongue, 
He listened where the mighty fees 

To heaven their evening anthem sung. 


He saw their camp like endless clouds 
Mixed with th’ horizon’s distant blue; 

Saw on the plain their marshall’d crowds, 
Heard the high straintheir trumpets blew. 


A sudden spirit on him came, 
A sudden light was in his eye, 

His tongue was touched with hallowed flame, 
The curser swelled with prophecy. 


* How shall I curse whom God hath blest, 
With whom he dwells, with whom shall 
dwell? 
He smote his pale hands on his breasts ; 
«“ Then, be thou blest, O Israel !” 


*‘ Come down, deceiver,” cried the King ; 
“ I bade thee curse, not bless my foes ;”” 
A shaft was laid upon the string ; 
The Prophet from the dust arose. 


‘* Be Israel cursed,”’ was in his soul, 
But on his lip the wild words died ; 
He lingered, till on Israel stole 
The night: again the curse he tried. 


A whirlwind from the desert rushed, 
Deep thunder pealed around the hill; 

King, Prophet, multitude were hushed, 
The thunder paused, the blast was still. 


Broad in the east, a new-born Star, 

On cloud, hill, desert, poured its blaze ; 
The Prophet knew the sign afar, 

And on it fixed bis shuddering gaze. 


*¢ I shall behold Him, but nat now! 
Ishall behold Him, but not nigh ! 

He comes to lay th’ oppressor low, 
To triumph, weep, forgive, and die. 


* All power is in his glance; the world 
Is dust beneath his trampling heel ; 

The thunder from his lips is hurled, 
The heavens before his presence reel. 


+ It abolished the carnal ordinances of the Jew 


* He comes, a stranger to his own, 
With the wild bird and fox be lies, 
Is taunted, fettered, scourged, undone, 
A wanderer lives, an outcast dies! 


“ Proud Israel, o’er thy diadem 
What blood shall for his blood be poured ! 
Until that orb again shall beam, 
Again Jehovah be thy Lord !” 


The Prophet ceased in awe, the Star 
Rose broader on the boundless plain, 

Flashing on Balak’s marshalled war, 
On mighty Israel’s farthest vane ; 


And sounds along the midnight flowed 
From lips of more than mortals given ; 
Till in the central cope it glowed, 
Then vanished in the heights of heaven. 
— oe 


SAILOR, THERE’S HOPE FOR THEE. 


The following lines were written under 
the impulse of the author’s feelings, while 
attending public worship at the N. York 
Mariners’ church. 

Blest be that voice, now heard afar, 

O’er th’ dark rolling sea, 

That whispers to the hardy tar, 

* Sailor, there’s hope for thee.” 


Blest be that pure, that Christian love, 
That boundless charity, 

That bears the Olive, like the Dove, 
Brave, generous tar tothee. _ 


Blest be those lips in accents mild, - 
From sordid motives free, 

That first proclaim’d to Ocean’s child, 
Poor sailor, love to thee. 


Long hadst thou rode the foamy wave, 
From sin nor danger free, 

Till Mercy streteh’d her arm to save—_ 
To save, brave sailor, thee. 


God of the just! Oh, lend thine ear, 
A blessing rich decree, 
On those who spread these tidings dear— 
* Sailor, there’s hope for thee.” 
BOSTON BARD. 


Extract from a sermon entitled “the gospel 
ajoyful sound” by the Rev. Symmes C. 
Henry. Delivered at Morristown N. J. 
March 23, 1823. 


The Gospel is the most complete and glo. 
rious delineation of duty and of morals ever 
given to the world. When the Son of God 
condescended to become incarnate, the na- 
tions of the earth were sitting in darkness, 
and groping in the mazes of ignorance and 
superstition. Even the people whom God 
had chosen and set apart for himself were 
grossly deficient in their knowledge of his 
character and his will. Highly distinguish- 
ed as they were, to them were not given 
the greater privileges of a gospel day.— 
The best of them could but see through 
a glase darkly. The system of their worship 
wss not only burdensome but obscure.— 
The rites and ceremonies which they ob. 
served, were not only grevious to be borne, 
but were merely the shadows of those great | 
and substantial realities which were to be 
revealed. They enjoyed but the faint 
streaks of moming light without being per- 
mitted to behold the rising of the son of righ- 
teousness. With them all was typical, and 
hence obscure and animpressive. If then; 
such were the circumstances of a nation 
whom God had made the depository of his 
oracles, and to whom were confined al] the 
institutions of the only true religion, how 
impenetrable this mist which must have 
hung over the heathen world, the thick 
gloom of which had never been dispersed 
by a ray of heavenly light. Their different 
systems of religion and morals were full of 
endless error and mistake. Their ideas of 
virtue and that course of conduct which be- 
comes an accountable being were absurd in 
the extremie. Their idoletry was of the ba- 
sest kind, and the means by which they 
thought to appease their respective deities, 
were as foolish as they were ridiculous, and 
as ridiculous as they were cruel. Indeed, 
the attributes of their Gods were passions so 
vile and detestable, that they would degrade 
the man who cherished their emotions, and 
followed their abominable dictates. Such 
was the state cfa large portion of mankind. 
All their opinions coccerning true morality, 
low and unworthy. Truly the world by 
their false wisdom knew not God, and the 
most inteliigent one among them declared 
that without a revelation, they could never 
come toa knewledge of the truth. What 
therefore they knew not, we are given to un- 
derstand. The promulgation of the gospel) 
was the introduction of a dispensation, bear. 
ing on its every feature, the glory of spirit- 
ual light, and the grandeur of moral truth.— 


on the one hand, and cleared away the dark- 
ness and superstition of the Pagan, on the 
other. Here the terms of christian disciple- 
ship are so plainly proposed, that a wayfar- 
ing man though a fool need not err therein, 
and so glaring, that he who runs may read. 
The principles of rectitude are drawn a, 
with a sun-beam. And while it calls upon 
meén to “ deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly 

in this present world,” it also reminds them’ 
that no anxieties, ne frames or doings of 
their own, will ever present their souls spot- 
less and unblameable before the eye of infi- 
nite purity. It gives us to understand, that 
all its requisitions are embodied in “‘ repen_ 
tance towards God, and faith towards ou, 
Lord Jesus Christ.” In the gospel, there. 
fore, there is contained a more noble and 
glorious system of ethics than men with al, 
their boasted ingenuity ever produced.— 
The two grand and leading principles of ac- 
tion which it enjoins, are love to God, and 
love io man. These are to regulate our con- 
duct, and from these are deduced all those 
duties which we owe to God, our neighbour 
and ourselves. The most perfect and incom: 
parable rules of life are here set before us. 
rules for all the various situations in which 
we may be placed, and for all the several 
relations we may sustain; rules, which, for 
their purity, their wisdom, their dignity and 
their importance, far surpass all the moral 
lessons of the wisest sages of antiquity.— 
But the principle excellence of gospel mor- 
ality, and that which gives it an unqeestion- 
able superiority to every other system, is, 
that it inculcates a meek and forgiving tem- 
per, in opposition to that violent, imperious 
and revengful disposition, which is so prev- 
alent in the world: and that it regulates 
not merely our actions, but our thoughts and 
affections. Here we are taught to subdue 
all those grovelling lusts and appetites, and 


culated to spread disorder, confusien and 
misery wherever they prevail; and instead 





all those unhallowed passions which are cal-- 


ance, equity and truth, and to cultivate all, 
those feelings of tenderness and brotherly 
love which can sympathize with the afflicted 
and which will operate for the relief of their 
necessities. These are the sentiments 
which the gospel calls ,upon us to cherish 
in our souls and to exhibit in our lives.— 
Sentiments which adorn society, premote 
peace and happiness and advance the in- 
teresis ofany people. How sublime then, 
the morality of the gospel; how reasonable 
in all its requisitions; how consonant with 
sound philosophy: and how admirably a- 
dapted to the condition of men. 
wr ieee 

There is nothing in which we err more 
widely than in our judgment of what con- 
stitutes happiness or pleasure. We talk of 
being happy, and of the pleasure we derive 
from certain employments; and there is un- 
questionably a great deal of real, sterling 
happiness to be derived from some avoca- 
tions which, in their nature, are merely tem- 
poral and worldly. There is delightful and 
serene enjoyment in the domestic circle, 
where many happy hearts are united in one 
common bond of affection and relationship.— 
The poet has sung often and sweetly of the 
pleasures of disinterested friendship, and 
though his song may often be too ethereal 
for mortality, yet there is always in it much 
reality and truth. The delights of mutual 
love are among the sweetest and purest of 
earthly enjoyments, and, when love is foun. 
ded on esteem it approaches in some degree 
towards that love which angels feel, and 
which all the blessed inhabitants of heaven 
will hereafter experience in its oly and un- 
rivalled purity. The sweet bard of Scotland, 
in his sweetest lay that ever mortal penned, 
“the Cotter’s Saturday Night,” expresses 
the same idea :— 

“If heaven a draught of heavenly pleasure 

spare, 
One cordial, in this melancholly vale, 
*Tis when a youthful, loving, modest pair, 

In other’s arms breathe out the tender tale, 

Beneath the milk white thorn that scents the 

ev'ning gale.” 

The man of literature, the lover of science 
and the searcher after knowiedge of any 
kind, draws from a furd of rational gratifica- 
tion more truly refreshing to the mind than 
any thing which is confined to this world, 
and extends not, either in its nature er result, 
to any thing beyond the limits of the grave. 
These instances are enough to shew tha 
there is much of happiness here,and it would 
be absurd and ridiculous to deny it. But 
who, even the most happy and favored, that 
reflects upon the amount of real pleasure he 
has experienced, and compares it with the 
pain and suffering he has endured while pas- 
sing through life, will not say, that earthly 
pleasure, even at best, is not the food with 
which to nourish the immortal soul. If he 
does not say with the Man of Wisdom, aii 
is vanity and vexation of spirit , he must feel, 
if he studies himself at all, that the mind 
reaches forward to higher and purer, more 
spiritual and lasting joys than can be extract- 
ed from any mortal object or employment. 

_In youth’s fair, nnclouded morning, every 
thing in prospect looks inviting and delight- 
ful. The world is a paradise, full of unnum- 
bered sweets ; its flowers spring up in bloom- 
ing verdure and refreshing fragrance on eve- 
ry side, and the gay vision is replete with 
enchantment as some fairy tale. But alas! 
like that beautiful tale, there is little reality 
in the attractive picture. Time corrects the 
delusion, and the paradise looses its enchant- 
ing aspect ; the flowers wither, and the thorn 
springs up where the fovely rose was confi- 
dently anticipated. 

Such a dispensation of infinite love and 
‘ wisdom, is undoubtedly wise and merciful. 
This world is not our home ; it is but a stage 
and resting place in the long journey of eter- 
nity, and if every thing here met our wishes 
or expectations, we should not look forward 
to brighter scenes of enjoyment beyond the 
grave ; we should not desire that spiritual 
rest which will remain after these fair heav- 
ens are rolled together as a scroll, and this 
earth, with all its innumerable inhabitants, be 
melted and dissolved; we should not direct 
our prying thoughts into futurity, and desire 
anew heaven and a new earth in which 
dwelleth righteousness. 

If such be the delusiveness and unsatisfy- 
ing nature of every thing human, where shall 
the soul which longs for real happiness, and 
seeks for it as for hid treasures, be directed 
to find the pearl of great price,— 

The gem incomparable of worth untold ? 
The fountain of truth and wisdom, lies open 
to every one. Blessed streams of purity are 
ever flowing thence. Truth in its essence is 
there ; love too is there, with all its atten- 
dant graces and delights; peace—holy, spir- 





| of these to practice justice, charity, temper- 


always be extracted thence. Need Iq 
ae ‘ y 
Religion is the fountain? Thisis the only 
source from whence true pleasures flow.‘ 
Here is a garden where all may gather the 
fairest and sweetest flowers. Here is an 
antidote for every sorrow. Here is 
A sovereign balm for every wound, 
A cordial for our tears. 
Tell me theh, ye that read, and conside 
while you do so, if al] the pomp and pagean, 
try and pleasure of the world can be com 
pared with the quiet, though exalted enjoy- 
ment of the humble christian? To the man 
of genius, without the powers of godliness, 
I would say 
“ How beautiful is genius when combin’g 
With holiness ! O how divinely sweet 
The tones of earthly harp whose cords are 
touched 
By the soft hand of Piety, and hung 
Upon Religion’s shrine there vibrating 
With solemn music in the ear of God !"” 
To the man of pleasure—pause ! ponder! 
reflect ! Ascertain the true amount of hap- 
piness that you glean from treading in unho- 
ly paths, and then tell me if you are in the 
road which leads to joy and peace. Con- 
template the christian’s character. Ask him 
the secret of his placid joy. 
“ Ask him indeed, what trophies he has 
tais’d 
Or what achievements of immortal fame 
He purposed, and he shall answer—none, 
His warfare is within. There unfatigued 
His fervent spirit labors There be fights, 
And there obtains fresh triumphs o’er him- 
self, 
And never withering wreaths, compar’d with 
which 
The laurels that a Cesar reaps are weeds,” 
While you gaze upon his smooth and open 
brow, which the frown of mortal passion 
seldom ruffles;—while you admire that 
smile of calm enjoyment which hangs upon 
his lips, and see the spirit of charity and 
love influencing all his actions, can you 
doubt the reality of the prnciple which pro- 
duces such blessed effects; Can you for a 
moment doubt that his enjoyments are supe. 
rior tothose of the thoughtless worldling 
whose only treasure is on earth—whose 
every hope is bounded by the borders of the 
grave; Follow that humble Christian to his 
closet, and while he kneels before the maj- 
esty ofheaven, ask yourself if there is nota 
peculiar and exalted pleasure in the spirit- 
ual service in which he is engaged? Let 
that meek servant of God be bowed down 
by the weight of many years; lethim be 
ene who has nothing to hope for here, and 
every thing hereafter; one who has served 
his maker in sincerity and singleness ef hearts 
through prosperity jand adversity, and now 
see him, when his earth'y race is almost run, 
when the lamp of life is almost extinguished, 
when the fading visions of time are about to 
give place to the living realities of eternity— 
see that aged christian bend his feeble knees 
to ask the blessing and to speak the praise 
of his God, and then tell me if there is not 
something more pleasurable than earth can 
give in the expression of ecstacy which 
beams from his dying eye while he contem- 
plates the future portion of the just—while 
he waits, as it were, but a moment, for that 
jaheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and which fadeth not away ? X. Y¥. Z. 
wm our 
Parents should remember, that their chil- 
dren are designed to be citizens of another 
world : and their principal study should be 
how to fit them for the society of pure and 


| holy beings. In this way, their offspring 


may be rendered blessings whilst in this 
world to ajl around them.—And whatever 
others may think of the qualifications neces. 
sary to the present life, those who realize its 
brevity, and who duly consider the eternity 
on which we shall soon enter, will deeplY 
feel that every thing pertaining to their mor- 
tal life showld be subordinated to the infin- 
itely higher interests of the life which will 
not end. It should be a deep-rooted convic- 
tion of our minds, that in t raining up a child 
we are educating.an immortal spirit for an 
immortal state, and forming its character for 
bliss or woe. 
wr Ew 

Religious instruction should not be impar. 
ted as a task. Weshould, under a delight- 
ful conviction of the holy bleauty of religion, 
speak of it as not only essential to the safety 
of our souls in a future world, but as indis- 
pensable to real felicity in the present world 
ses commanded the Israelites to teach their 
children God’s requirements “ whilst sitting 
in the house or walking by the way, when 
lying down and when rising up” And ity 
the strong figurative language of Eastern 
rhetorie he ‘also added, ‘* and thou sbalt 
bind them for asign upon thine hand, aud 





itual peace, such as saints in light enjoy, can 





they shall be ag frantlets between thing ey"* 
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